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Colorado Surgery Centers Release Economic Impact Study:

Significant Contribution to Colorado Economy Documented

Denver, Colo. December 14, 2009 - “We are proud that ambulatory surgery centers are contributing to the Colorado economy during these difficult economic times,” stated Melodie Garrobo, President of the Colorado Ambulatory Surgery Center Association (CASCA) and Administrator at Golden Ridge Surgery Center.

An analysis conducted by the independent Health Economics Study Group, led by John Schneider, PhD, found that in 2009, ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) had a total statewide economic impact of $1.53 billion, including over $194 million contributed in tax payments.

Dr. Craig Davis, Vice President of CASCA, and orthopedic surgeon at Colorado Orthopedic Consultants, observed, “This study found that the ASC sector makes a significant contribution to the state’s economy. With a multiplier of 2.48 – meaning that for every dollar spent in the ASC sector of the state economy, $2.48 worth of economic value is created in the state – the ultimate value of ASCs as integral to a healthy state economy cannot be questioned.”

“When you take the contributions to the economy and then couple that with the affordable care provided to Colorado working families and employers, we feel ASCs are an important part of Colorado’s economic engine. Ambulatory surgery centers should play an important part in healthcare reform, and should have a seat at the policy tables of both the Governor and the Legislature,” stated Rob Schwartz, Executive Director of CASCA.

CASCA is the major state trade association representing the majority of ambulatory surgery centers in Colorado.
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Rob Schwartz, Executive Director, Colorado Ambulatory Surgery Center Association.
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